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SUBJECT: OFFICIAL-INFORMAL 

WE HAVE JUST RECEIVED FROM BOB MORRIS, OES, A COPY OF A 
MEMORANDUM DATED MAY 17 FROM PETER BOURNE TO OES AND EUR 
ON THE PROPOSAL FOR U.S.-SOVIET COOPERATION ON HEALTH 
PROGRAMS IN THIRD WORLD COUNTRIES. COULD YOU PLEASE 

SEE THAT THE AMBASSADOR IS APPRISED OF THIS PROPOSAL AND ITS 
STATUS? MY OWN THOUGHT IS THAT WE WOULD BE OFFERING THE 
SOVIETS A RIDE ON OUR STRONGER MEDICAL ABILITIES, BUT WE WOULD 
LIKE HEW'S ASSESSMENT OF THE RELATIVE CAPABILITIES 
IN THE APPROPRIATE AREAS. SINCE THIS PROPOSAL IS FRAUGHT WITH 
POLITICAL OVERTONES, IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT SOV AND THE EMBASSY 
BE MUCH MORE INVOLVED WITH IT FROM THE BEGINNING THAT EITHER 
HAS HAD TO BE WITH ACTIVITIES OF THE HEALTH AGREEMENT TO 
DATE. (PROPOSAL INTER ALIA MAY CONFLICT WITH LEGISLATIVE 
PROHIBITION ON CO-MINGLING OF U.S. AID WITH THAT FROM 
COMMUNIST COUNTEIES.) 
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